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BY JOHN MARI\S

Ii it }‘afi o—wn  crime to Jeak rclassified” in-
fv mation four )ears ago, as President Ford
has now proposed, Richard Nixon might <ml
">e President of the United States.

: Nixon, 2fter 2li, was forcéd out of office be-
'uu~e he and his:associates’ were “caught
‘covering up such crimes as burglarizing a
- psychiatrist's office, sabotaging the oppositicn
party and wirelapping newsmen. Aside from
-~ White House approval, these acts had some--
- thing in ccmmon: Al touched in some way
‘govermnent intelligence agencies, and were”
. tied to "secrot” operations which the adminis-
tration dal"{)“d were, vital to " na xonal secwz-
).u _;- - 3 .

Inde»d I\ucon s first known step in cone eal—
mc' the 2 W aterec.te affam was to have pres-_

CU; to inform th° FBI t}*a" a L--o*own inves-
'cauon would encdanger CLA cperations. To
is credit, the CIA cooperated Ico only a few

.d:_v“ nd then backed ofi. B,.. Richard
Helm;, <he agency's director, 23 nol about |
1o becomne a whistle tlower, & -"' " = months ;.

CiA- withheld importan:

> lester

‘the-
zpout t e affair. -Happily,

- stbsecuenty leaked out much <f the Veiassl--
fied" story, and l\xxon had 1o redire to San
! C!pmpnfn . < - '~3‘.

Now, 23 if non2 - of this has
L’C‘no’ CO..ﬂxeﬁ 10
would il Ieaner\' Strangs:
harsher treatment than the
willing %o dish out to officials
poweer have been revealed L7 -
oaly. paroored Nixon, "bul =
prosecuie those responsible f¢=
—domestic spying, assassin
mail opening:—unaartnﬂd DY
commission. . :

.-*To protect our security dis:om

Tord is

~

tanly and economically,” Ferd said in pro-

posing his plan to combal i22f s, "we must
have 2 comnrehenswe intelgencs capabili-
ty." Clearly, the President be! aves that Jezks
have endangered that capabiliix. Yet, the re-
cent disclosures that-so enragzd the Adminis
tratien had notnno to do V-l"’l the legit
. collection of mte.hgence

The leaks concerning Angola revealed that
once agzin, the. W hlte Hon:e and CIA w e.
teking the country into a "secret war,” and
had already committed about
taxpayer money 1o the fighting. Other leaks
jndicated that since 184S “the CIA has muoc‘
QYQ million in secret payments to Italian polit-

-formation :
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S50 miilion of

ciars, and that the intelligence agencies have -

* ofen uvnderstating thexr budgets to Congress
by "three or four tmws
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rord may well }nvc the be st of intentions !
in this matter. Indeed, he has pledged that in- -
telligence agencies will not be misused while
he i3 in office. Yet, tens of thousands of peo- |

ple who worked to end the Vietnam war or to |
guarantee cu il rights for all Americans—ant

" who were the 'eb) subject to government sur-

veillance and harassment—have reason {o be
wary. Even if President Ford really does stop
abuses, his proposal that leakers be impri-
soned would, if enacied, remain in force un-

.der future Presidents who might be more |

willing to disregard the rignts of citizens.
According to Ford, the bill "would in no
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way prevent pecple from 1eportmcr guestion- !

able practices to appropriate authorities in
. the executive and lbmqlame branches."

d for Release 2012/02/24 : CIA- RDP91 00561R000100090018-3

‘Vo‘\ ed in p!anmn'f ‘coveri operetions during
“ his Jong diplomatic career. It is unk kr‘) tn
-he would sympathetically receive 2 ¢

- bureaucrat who believed the American: Jpeo-

1. ple shouid be informed-of new CLa plam Lo

.fight a secret war or ae"tabxhz,e 2 cnr“.\,.ra
. caliy elécted government. o
. Simil: arly, Cheme, who has been involved
vn‘l herdline anti-Communist ceus2s

dor .

- more than 25 years, might be reiuctert to 00- .
“ject to 2 domestic surveillance program sup-

posedly zimed at discovering foreign ties 1o :

Aanerican political g oupa.(I‘he CLA's rationz-
lizetion for its ﬂlegal domestic spying was, of
course, thet it was intended to discover
whether antiwar or civil-rights groups were
receiving %ppo"t f‘om lc*ust JEov emments

" Nevertheless, under the language of the Ford § abro(‘d ) .

~ proposal, it, would be 2 crime for a bureaucrat |

21 the US. gox erme-mt is éb!e to }=»} Jeak-

.faced with . what -he considered an 1Unga1i ers, the public will probably receive Jessin<

"cla:,sxfwd" oraer or action to, com')laz 110 2

“congressman ‘or” senalor—much less. 1o the '

pre<s A bureaucrat could discuss the illegal |

the.committee directly asks about it, an un-

likely prospect unless the bureaucrat:broke | ligence
‘the law by tipping the committee in advence. .

* Within the execumo branch, the Pre«movf
has-designated the ms,:octora-veneral of the
various Lmengcnce agencies to be the waich-
dogs .ag

ainst abuse. Yet, these same inspec- | '
¢ E/tors-ge"erzl were supposed to play e>act1y

that role during 2ll the years in which the

2genciss were involved in serious misconduct,

As a final safeguard, the President has ap-
pointed a new Intelligence Oversight Board in
the White House. 1t is supp oaed o perform
the same function that the old Foreign Intel-

ligence Advisory Board failed to carry out—"
it fact, two of the new board's three-mem-|

bers served on the old body. Moreover, by 2p-
pointing only veteran cold-w amors—Robo
Murphy, 81, Leo. Cherne, 63, and S’Dp’\e'x
Ailes, 63—the President secemed to assu
that thosze who may protest pessible ¢ ')J>as
would find the process-diffieult at best. -

Murphy, for example, was intimaiely 1'n-:

. formation zbout what the govirmment 13 ac~
nmly doing. Thus, o‘f:czal spokesmen  Will

Cr e ———

play an jncreased roie in shaping the news. CE
.deed with a congressional committee only if | COLL‘?’: no 2buse may ‘occur, &8 Ford-has

vowed, b,n s
L‘ W
the Ford bill would
.cult for the press io ory the tn»
burezucrats. - - - -
-If Congress now =23

“effect, be laving fne groundwork for future
coverups. It Gos Ko . require a great deal of
jmagination to exwision Nixon sitting in Sen
Clernonte 2nd wisitmg with all his. heart tha
he had bad ikis o protect him. :
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A former State Department official, John
Merks is -currently the direcior of the CIA

Project af the Center for National Security Stu-~.

‘dies in Washzngm With Robert Borosage ke

: .sIo*d bill, 1 m}- m

acld 2 President or zn intei-
5t 10 conceal illegal eclions,
make it exiremely diifi- -
in f;'L ,

zs the editor of ¢ new book, “The CIA File" : -
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